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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, LE 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED US MILITARY INTERVENTION IN LEBANON 

1. BAGHDAD RADIO AND TELEVISION EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 23RD 
HIGHLIGHTED REPORTS FROM BEIRUT TO EFFECT THAT LEBANESE PRESIDENT 
FRANJIEH HAD MET WITH AMBASSADOR GODLEY AND REQUESTED THAT U.S. 
TROOPS BE SENT TO LEBANON. ASSUME FBIS HAS TEXT. 

2. BAGHDAD OBSERVER OF SEPTEMBER 24TH HAS BANNER HEADLINES: 

"U.S. INTERVENTION IN LEBANON?" ARTICLE BEGINS: 

"PRESIDENT SULAIMAN FRANJIEH OF LEBANON HAS ASKED FOR AMERICA'S 
MILITARY INTERVENTION IN LEBANON, ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES 
HERE. HE PRESENTED THE DEMAND WHEN HE MET WITH THE US AMBASSADOR 
WHO PROMISED TO COMMUNICATE PRESIDENT FRANJIEH'S REQUEST TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT." LATER ON ARTICLE CONTINUES: "THESE REPORTS MADE A 
CONNECTION BETWEEN US ACTIVITIES AND THE REPORT THAT THE US 
SIXTH FLEET WAS HEADING TOWARDS THE EAST MEDITERRANEAN COAST 
AND BETWEEN WHAT WAS OCCURRING ON THE LEBANESE SCHENE, PARTICULARLY 
MEASURES BY THE U.S. EMBASSY TO EVACUATE ITS NATIONASL FROM 
LEBANON." 
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3. BAGHDAD'S GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ARABIC LANGUAGE PRESS MADE 
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THE SAME POINTS WITH CERTAIN NUANCES: E.G. THAT THE SIXTH 
FLEET WAS POISED OFF THE NORTHERN COAST OF LEBANON, THAT 
EMPLOYEES OF USIS AND THE EMBASSY WERE TO BE EVACUATED. 

3. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: 

BECAUSE OF ALL THIS PUBLICITY USINT HAS BEEN PHONED BY AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN CURRENTLY IN BAGHDAD BUT RESIDENT IN BEIRUT 
ASKING TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF THE SITUATION. WE ANTICIPATE MORE 
SUCH CALLS AND DO REQUEST TO BE KEPT ABREAST (A) OF EVACUATION 
PLANS (IF ANY) AND PARTICULARLY AS THEY AFFECT DEPENDENTS OF 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN NOW IN BAGHDAD; (B) PROPER ADVICE TO THE 
BUSINESSMEN AS TO WHETHER THEY SHOULD RETURN TO BEIRUT; (C) 

OF THE FACTUALNESS OF THE ALLEGED REQUEST FOR AMERICAN TROOPS. 
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